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equipped home in the city which people say is a chaos, es-
pecially for foreigners. But in London money buys every-
thing.
I was soon installed in my new house, and I went to call
on Signor Zuccato, the Venetian envoy, with Morosini's
mysterious letter. He told rne coldly he was glad to know
me. I asked him to introduce me at Court, but he only re-
plied with a smile, in which I fancied I detected contempt.
I paid the insolent aristocrat back in his own coin. I bowed
distantly and went away, never to set foot in his house again.
I had no better luck with Lord Egremont, who was ill, and
who died a day or two after I presented my letter of in-
troduction from Morosini to him. I had another letter from
Chauvelin for the Cornte de Guerchy, the French ambassa-
dor. He received me most cordially, invited me to dine, and
promised to present me at Court the following Sunday after
divine service. It was at his table that I met the Chevalier
d'Eon, secretary to the embassy, and of whom, a little later,
all Europe was talking. The Chevalier d'Eon was a beau-
tiful woman, who, before adopting the career of diplomacy,
had been a barrister, and then a captain of dragoons. She
served Louis Quinze as a valiant soldier, and a consum-
mately skilful diplomatist. In spite of her manly intellect and
airs, I had not been a quarter of an hour in her company
before I knew her for a woman. Her shape was too rounded
for that of a man, and her voice was too clear.
During these first few days I made the acquaintance of
all the bankers with whom my money was deposited (I had
m all more than three hundred thousand francs). I visited
the theatres of Covent Garden and Drury Lane incognito.
I did not enjoy myself much, as I did not know a word of
English. I dined in all the taverns of good or evil repute,
so as to familiarise myself with the manners of these 'great
little* islanders. In the mornings I went to the Stock Ex-
change, where I made many acquaintances, one of whom
found me a negro servant who could speak French, English,